ANTH 202 W21
Instructions: 
Current Affairs Position Paper

DATE DUE: TUE March 16, 2021 VIA MOODLE by 11:59 pm (in WORD format)
LATE assignments will be penalized 5% per day, including weekends and holidays.  Any assignment submitted more than one week after the due date will receive a grade of zero, but must still be handed in to continue towards the Final Paper.

Contribution to final grade: 20%  
Length: 1000-1200 words (approximately 4 pages double spaced). Your assignment should NOT exceed 4 pages double spaced, bibliography EXCLUDED (that would be an extra page at the end which is not considered in the word count).

Format: WORD FORMAT, essay, typed and double-spaced, paginated (numbered pages), 12 size font, written in French or English.

Citation style: MLA (with in-text citations). Here is a great resource for it: https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_in_text_citations_the_basics.html


Assignment: 
In the spirit of connecting theories and concepts addressed in this course to the outside world and the current events that surround us, you will:
1) Choose a news story from current affairs published in the last 12 months that directly or indirectly touches upon one of these topics: race, gender, nation, identity, sexuality, gender, rights (whether territorial, linguistic, religious, etc.), minority groups, just to name a few. The news story you choose can be written in English or French and must come from a mainstream local or international news source (ex.: La Presse, The Gazette, BBC, CBC, Le Monde, Wall Street Journal, CNN, etc.). 
	How do you know if you have identified a ‘good’ news story? If you answer ‘yes’ to all 	three questions:
		- Does it come from a local or global mainstream news source?
		- Was it written in the last 12 months?
		- Does it cover a current event or phenomenon?

2) Write a properly referenced critical essay in which you reflect, think and provide an EVIDENCE-BASED POSITION on the matter supported by :

a) two academic and peer-reviewed sources (readings from the course outline are not accepted)
b) a theory or concept that is relevant to this course that you can apply to better understand and explain your evidence-based position. 

How do you do this?
	- By relating the event(s) or phenomenon being described in your chosen news 	story to the knowledge acquired in this course. This means relating the 	academic information from this course to the real world event(s) on which you 	are to take a position.

	- Think about what EVIDENCE-BASED POSITION means: FORMULATING a 	position, building it up and backing it up with the two academic peer-reviewed 	sources AND the theory or concept relevant to this course that is applicable to 	the specific article you have chosen.
	
Some things to consider:  
Remember that you are NOT writing about your ‘gut’ opinion based on fluff. 
Rather, you are approaching this assignment as a researcher who would like to find out MORE about a given topic, get informed (carefully read news story, two academic peer-reviewed articles, and anything related to the theory/concepts you will be using) and THEN formulate a position on it.
Do not make sweeping generalizations.
Always carefully read the instructions: make sure you have included all the required components, including a bibliography with 2 sources and the full reference for the news story. Make sure to reference correctly. If you are sure how to do so, visit a librarian or consult the webpage on plagiarism on Concordia’s website, (the link is provided in your syllabus).

Try to structure your essay carefully: beginning, middle and end.


*  *  *  *  *  *


MODEL OF AN OUTLINE

A- INTRODUCTION (approximately 200-300 words)

· Introduce, IN YOUR WORDS, what the news story is about; make sure to mention where it was published, when, and who wrote it.
· Identify the topic it addresses (such as: race, gender, nation, identity, sexuality, gender, rights (whether territorial, linguistic, religious, etc.), minority groups, etc.)
· Provide a ‘road map’ for what comes in the next pages 

· An effective introduction is clear and succinct.


B- BODY PARAGRAPHS 

· Identify point number 1 you will use to FORMULATE and back up your EVIDENCE-BASED POSITION; link it to the one or both of your academic peer-reviewed sources AND/OR the theory/concept from this course.

· Identify point number 2 you will use to FORMULATE and back up your EVIDENCE-BASED POSITION; link it to the one or both of your academic peer-reviewed sources AND/OR the theory/concept from this course.

· OPTIONAL: Identify point number 3 you will use to FORMULATE and back up your EVIDENCE-BASED POSITION; link it to the one or both of your academic peer-reviewed sources AND/OR the theory/concept from this course.

· You must include a minimum of 2 points, a maximum of 3
· This is the CORE of your essay. Make sure you dedicate 75% of your “intellectual retail space” – in other words, 75% of your paper should be dedicated to the body paragraphs which is where you make your case for your EVIDENCE-BASED POSITION.


C- CONCLUSION (less than half a page)

· Provide a recap of the topic of your chosen news story
· Provide a recap of the concepts and or points you made to formulate your position
· Reiterate your position BUT avoid simply repeating in the same exact way what has already been said in the body of the text
· Ideally you can finish off by setting the whole essay in a wider context.
· Do not make sweeping generalizations.


D- BIBLIOGRAPHY (separate page not included in word count)

· Full bibliographic references, including URLs of news story article and two academic peer-reviewed references.
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